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* COP27: Loss and Damage fund is welcome but failure to deliver on phasing out fossil fuels is a huge setback,
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* Taxation, illicit financial flows and human rights, 28 June
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Amnesty International is a movement of 10 million people which mobilizes
the humanity in everyone and campaigns for change so we can all enjoy our
human rights. Our vision is of a world where those in power keep their
promises, respect international law and are held to account. We are
independent of any government, political ideology, economic interest, or
religion and are funded mainly by our membership and individual donations.
We believe that acting in solidarity and compassion with people everywhere
can change our societies for the better.

Amnesty International is impartial. We take no position on issues of
sovereignty, territorial disputes or international political or legal arrangements
that might be adopted to implement the right to self- determination. This
report is organized according to the countries we monitored during the year.
In general, they are independent states that are accountable for the human
rights situation on their territory.
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PREFACE

For more than a decade, human rights organizations have warned that a persistent
deterioration of respect for human rights and the rule of law was underway. Where does
2022 fit in that descent? Was it yet another disastrous year for human rights? Has the
breakdown of international norms reached a new nadir? And if so, what must the global
community do about it?

In February 2022, Russia invaded Ukraine, unleashing military destruction on a people
and country at peace. Within months, civilian infrastructure had been destroyed,
thousands killed and many more injured. Russia’s action accelerated a global energy
crisis and helped weaken food production and distribution systems, leading to a global
food crisis that continues to affect poorer nations and racialized people
disproportionately.

Less than a week after the invasion, the Chief Prosecutor of the ICC announced an
investigation into war crimes committed in Ukraine. On 2 March, an overwhelming
majority of countries at the UN General Assembly voted to condemn Russia’s invasion as
an act of aggression. Meanwhile, European countries that long had rejected refugees
opened their borders to Ukrainians seeking safety.

Throughout 2022 international calls for justice and support to war crimes investigations
were strident. Possibly riding this wave, at the General Assembly, UN member states
adopted a resolution to counter the power of the veto at the UN Security Council, a major
source of its systemic weakness.

Could Russia’s aggression against Ukraine also act as a broader wake-up call? Could it
work to unite the world around human rights and universal values?

MORE CONFLICTS, MORE DEADLY

The war in Ethiopia raged on in 2022, claiming hundreds of thousands of lives by some
estimates, making it one of the deadliest conflicts in recent memory. But much of this
carnage was hidden from view, meted out in a largely invisible campaign of ethnic
cleansing against Tigrayans in Western Tigray.

2022 was the deadliest year in a decade for Palestinians in the West Bank, with at least
151 people, including dozens of children, killed by Israeli forces, most in the context of
more frequent military raids and arrest operations. The military of Myanmar
systematically punished the country’s Karen and Karenni civilians with the result that
hundreds died and at least 150,000 were displaced. The people of Haiti, Mali,
Venezuela, Yemen, and many other places too, were plagued by armed conflicts or
systemic violence and associated human rights violations.

MORE CLIMATE CATASTROPHES, MORE OIL, LESS REMEDY

The devastating costs of the unchecked climate crisis were made abundantly clear in
2022. Floods, droughts, heatwaves and fires led to deaths, loss of housing and
livelihoods, and increasing food insecurity.
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Yet, in the face of these disasters, when the world’s leaders met for COP27 in Egypt,
they failed to take the measures needed to keep global temperature below the 1.5°C
threshold. States further refused to tackle global warming’s number one driver — the
production and use of fossil fuels.

Global cooperation to stem this temperature rise was ineffective and negotiations failed
to secure vital commitments to the phasing out of all fossil fuels. There was a
breakthrough on funding for countries hit hardest by climate disasters: the establishment
of the Loss and Damage fund is a ray of hope for people living on the frontlines of the
climate crisis. However, the fund is far from operational and the annual USD 100 billion
in climate-related funding, which wealthy countries have been promising to developing
nations since 2009, has yet to be delivered.

Meanwhile, the six largest Western oil companies achieved record breaking pre-tax profits
of over USD 200 billion in 2022. This extraordinary accumulation is not just a product of
Russia’s aggression against Ukraine driving up energy prices. It reflects the fossil fuel
industry’s knowing disregard for the damage their business has on the world’s climate
and the environment, and their recalcitrant approach to compensation and remedial
action for that damage.

DOUBLE STANDARDS

The Covid-19 pandemic, and now the Ukraine war, have exacerbated double standards.
Wealthy nations hoarded Covid-19 vaccines and weakened multilateral redistribution
systems, contributing to deepening inequality. In 2022, there was little evidence of that
being reversed. Wealthy countries failed to take action to relieve developing countries of
their crushing debt burdens.

Russian aggression against Ukraine is also a war against universal values, and the
multilateral systems designed to uphold them. To win that war, the Western world cannot
effectively condone similar aggression in other countries just because their interests are
at stake. In fact, the double standards of the West were showcased by their deafening
silences on human rights violations in Saudi Arabia and Egypt, and their inconsistent
responses to the grave human rights impact of other conflicts, some amounting to crimes
against humanity, and to the protection of refugees fleeing them.

In Israel and the Occupied Territories, 2022 saw the system of apartheid solidified.
Successive Israeli governments rolled out measures forcing more Palestinians from their
homes, expanding illegal settlements, and legalizing existing settlements and outposts
across the occupied West Bank. Rather than demand an end to that system of
oppression, many Western governments chose instead to attack those denouncing Israel’s
apartheid system. The EU’s open doors for Ukrainian refugees fleeing Russian aggression
remained closed to those fleeing war and repression in Afghanistan and Syria. Between
September 2021 and May 2022, the USA expelled more than 25,000 Haitians and
detained and subjected many to torture and other ill-treatment rooted in anti-Black
racism.

Such examples confirmed to the rest of the world that the West’s support for human
rights is selective and self-interested, and undermined global support for Ukraine. Those
double standards do not benefit Western power alone. China continued to evade
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international condemnation by the UNGA and the UNHRC despite massive human rights
violations, amounting to crimes against humanity, against the Uighurs and other Muslim
minorities.

PROTECTING RIGHTS NATIONALLY

Any argument that the world’s response to Russian aggression marks out a new era for a
values-based international system and the rule of law is also weakened by the palpable
deterioration in states’ protection of human rights at home.

Indigenous peoples’ rights were violated when states failed to protect them from
corporate or state expropriation of their lands, in Brazil, Canada, Sweden, Tanzania, Viet
Nam and elsewhere.

The USA’s Supreme Court overturned a long-standing constitutional guarantee of
abortion access, thereby threatening the exercise of critical rights, including the right to
life, security and non-discrimination for millions of women, girls, and other people. In
Afghanistan, the Taliban imposed draconian restrictions, denying women and girls the
rights to education, work, and autonomy, while publicly proclaiming women'’s
subservience to men. In Iran, the “morality police” murdered Mahsa Amini for wearing
her headscarf the wrong way, sparking nationwide protests in which more women and
girls were injured, detained or killed.

The erosion of our freedoms to protest and to express ourselves became, in 2022, a fully-
fledged landslide. Russian media houses were taken to court and shut down for simply
mentioning the war in Ukraine. Journalists were imprisoned in Afghanistan, Ethiopia,
Myanmar, Russia and dozens of other countries across the world. Technology was
weaponized against many, to silence, to prevent public assembly or to disinform.
Peaceful protesters faced an ever-growing armoury of weapons; from batons, tear gas and
rubber pellets, to live ammunition, as we saw in Iran, Peru and Sri Lanka. Corrosive
legislation in the UK increased police power as it diminished the right to peaceful
protest.

We've witnessed iconic acts of defiance, including Afghan women taking to the streets to
protest Taliban rule and lranian women posting videos of themselves cutting their hair in
protest against the country’s abusive and forced veiling laws. We can take some comfort
in knowing that in the face of such repression thousands of people still came together to
write letters, sign petitions, and take to the streets. It should be a reminder to those in
power that our rights to demand change, and to come together freely and
collectively, cannot be taken away.

IN CONCLUSION

2022 may have been a turning point for the international order. It certainly saw a
renewal of the Atlantic alliance, with a level of cooperation between the US and other
Western powers that a year ago, in the wake of the chaotic 2021 Afghanistan withdrawal,
would have been hard to imagine.

But there was no turning point on the human rights front. Rather, the descent continued
unchecked. Russia’s aggression served to further destabilize an international multilateral
system already weakened by decades of powerful states flouting international law with
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impunity. The war diverted resources and attention away from the climate crisis, other
long-standing conflicts and human suffering the world over.

The West’s response to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine also underscored its own double
standards, and its inconsequential reactions to so many other violations of the UN
Charter. This in turn further fuelled instability and impunity.

If Russia’s war of aggression demonstrates anything for the world’s future, it is the
importance of an effective and consistently applied rules-based international order.
Those leading the coalition in support of Ukraine must step up their efforts, and partner
with others, for a renewed commitment to an international system that benefits the
majority of the world’s population.

2023 marks the 75th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, a
document created from the ashes of a world war. Let us not wait for the world to burn yet
again to truly live by the freedoms and principles that came at the cost of millions of
lives. 2023 must be a turning point for upholding human rights: anything less from the
world's leaders is a betrayal which could take the world to the abyss.

AGNES CALLAMARD, SECRETARY GENERAL
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PRESS RELEASE

Response to Russian invasion of Ukraine exposes an international system unfit to deal
with global crises

Amnesty International’s Annual Report for 2022 highlights double standards throughout
the world on human rights and the failure of the international community to unite around
consistently-applied human rights and universal values

The West’s robust response to Russia’s aggression against Ukraine contrasts sharply with
a deplorable lack of meaningful action on grave violations by some of their allies
including Israel, Saudi Arabia and Egypt

Women’s rights and freedom to protest are threatened as states fail to protect and
respect rights at home

As the Universal Declaration of Human Rights turns 75, Amnesty International insists
that a rules-based international system must be founded on human rights and applied to
everyone, everywhere.

Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine in 2022 unleashed numerous war crimes,
generated a global energy and food crisis and sought to further disrupt a weak
multilateral system. It also laid bare the hypocrisy of Western states that reacted
forcefully to the Kremlin’s aggression but condoned or were complicit in grave violations
committed elsewhere, Amnesty International said as it launched its annual assessment of
human rights around the world.

Amnesty International Report 2022/23: The State of the World’s Human Rights found
that double standards and inadequate responses to human rights abuses taking place
around the world fuelled impunity and instability, including deafening silence on Saudi
Arabia’s human rights record, inaction on Egypt and the refusal to confront Israel’s
system of apartheid against Palestinians.

The report also highlights China’s use of strong-arm tactics to suppress international
action on crimes against humanity it has committed, as well as the failure of global and
regional institutions — hamstrung by the self-interest of their members — to respond
adequately to conflicts killing thousands of people including in Ethiopia, Myanmar and
Yemen.

“Russia’s invasion of Ukraine is a chilling example of what can happen when states think
they can flout international law and violate human rights without consequences,” said
Agnes Callamard, Amnesty International’s Secretary General.

“The Universal Declaration of Human Rights was created 75 years ago, out of the ashes
of the Second World War. At its core is the universal recognition that all people have

rights and fundamental freedoms. While global power dynamics are in chaos, human
rights cannot be lost in the fray. They should guide the world as it navigates an
increasingly volatile and dangerous environment. We must not wait for the world to burn
again.”
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SHAMELESS DOUBLE STANDARDS PAVE WAY FOR FURTHER ABUSES

Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine triggered one of Europe’s worst humanitarian and
human rights emergencies in recent history. The conflict not only resulted in mass
displacement, war crimes and global energy and food insecurity, it also raised the
chilling spectre of nuclear war.

The response was swift with the West imposing economic sanctions on Moscow and
sending military assistance to Kyiv, the International Criminal Court opening an
investigation into war crimes in Ukraine and the UN General Assembly voting to condemn
Russia’s invasion as an act of aggression. However, this robust and welcomed approach
stood in stark contrast to previous responses to massive violations by Russia and others,
and to pitiful existing responses on conflicts such as Ethiopia and Myanmar.

“Had the system worked to hold Russia accountable for its documented crimes in
Chechnya and Syria, thousands of lives might have been saved then and now, in Ukraine
and elsewhere. Instead, what we have is more suffering and devastation,” said Agnes
Callamard.

“If Russia’s war of aggression demonstrates anything for the world’s future, it is the
importance of an effective and consistently applied rules-based international order. All
States must step up their efforts for a renewed rules-based order that benefits everyone,
everywhere.”

For Palestinians in the occupied West Bank, 2022 was one of the deadliest years since
the UN began systematically recording casualties in 2006, with some 152 people,
including dozens of children, killed by Israeli forces. Israeli authorities continued to force
Palestinians from their homes, and the government is rolling out plans to drastically
expand illegal settlements across the occupied West Bank. Instead of demanding an end
to Israel’s system of apartheid, many Western governments chose to attack those
denouncing it.

The USA has been a vocal critic of Russian violations in Ukraine and has admitted tens
of thousands of Ukrainians fleeing the war, yet under policies and practices rooted in
anti-Black racism, it expelled more than 25,000 Haitians between September 2021 and
May 2022, and subjected many to torture and other ill-treatment.

EU member states opened their borders to Ukrainians fleeing Russian aggression,
demonstrating that, as one of the richest blocs in the world, they were more than capable
of receiving large numbers of people seeking safety and giving them access to health,
education and accommodation. However, many kept their doors shut to those escaping
war and repression in Syria, Afghanistan and Libya.

“Responses to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine gave us some evidence of what can be done
when there is political will. We saw global condemnation, investigations of crimes,
borders opened to refugees. This response must be a blueprint for how we address all
massive human rights violations,” said Agnes Callamard.

The West’s double standards emboldened countries like China, and enabled Egypt and
Saudi Arabia to evade, ignore and deflect criticism of their human rights record.

Despite massive human rights violations, amounting to crimes against humanity against
Uyghur and other Muslim minorities, Beijing escaped international condemnation by the
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UN General Assembly, Security Council and Human Rights Council.

The UN Human Rights Council established a Special Rapporteur on the human rights
situation in Russia and an investigative mechanism on Iran in the wake of deadly
protests. But it voted not to further investigate or even discuss the UN’s own findings of
potential crimes against humanity in Xinjiang, China, and discontinued a resolution on
the Philippines.

“Countries applied human rights law on a case-by-case basis in a staggering show of
blatant hypocrisy and double standards. States cannot criticize human rights violations
one minute and, in the next, condone similar abuses in other countries just because their
interests are at stake. It's unconscionable and undermines the entire fabric of universal
human rights," said Agnés Callamard.

“We also need States that have so far failed to put their head above the parapet to take a
stand against human rights abuses wherever they fall. We need less hypocrisy, less
cynicism, and more consistent, principled and ambitious action by all states to promote
and protect all rights.”.

RUTHLESS REPRESSION OF DISSENT ACROSS THE WORLD

In 2022, Russian dissenters were taken to court and media houses were shut down just
for mentioning the war in Ukraine. Journalists were imprisoned in Afghanistan, Ethiopia,
Myanmar, Russia, Belarus and dozens of other countries across the world where conflicts
raged.

In Australia, India, Indonesia and the UK, authorities passed new legislation imposing
restrictions on demonstrations while Sri Lanka used emergency powers to curtail mass
protests against the spiralling economic crisis. The UK law gives police officers wide-
ranging powers, including the ability to ban “noisy protests”, undermining the freedoms
of expression and peaceful assembly.

Technology was weaponized against many, to silence, prevent public assembly or
disinform.

I[ranian authorities responded to the unprecedented uprising against decades of
repression with unlawful force through live ammunition, metal pellets, tear gas and
beatings. Hundreds of people, including dozens of children, were killed. In December,
Peruvian security forces used unlawful force, especially against indigenous people and
campesinos, to quell protests during the political crisis that followed the ousting of
former president Castillo. Journalists, human rights defenders and political opposition
also faced repression including in Zimbabwe and Mozambique.

In response to growing threats to the right to protest, Amnesty International launched a
global campaign in 2022 to confront states’ intensifying efforts to erode the fundamental
right to freedom of peaceful assembly. As part of this campaign the organization calls for
the adoption of a Torture-Free Trade Treaty banning the production and trade in
inherently abusive law enforcement equipment and controlling the trade in law
enforcement equipment often used for torture or other ill-treatment.
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WOMEN BEAR BRUNT AS STATES FAIL TO PROTECT AND RESPECT RIGHTS

Repression of dissent and inconsistent approaches to human rights also had a stark
impact on women'’s rights.

The USA’s Supreme Court overturned a long-standing constitutional guarantee of the
right to abortion, threatening other human rights, including the rights to life, health,
privacy, security and non-discrimination for millions of women, girls, and people who can
become pregnant.

By the end of 2022, several US states had passed laws to ban or curtail access to
abortion, while activists in Poland were prosecuted for helping women access abortion
pills.

Indigenous women continued to face disproportionately high levels of rape and other
sexual violence in the USA. In Pakistan, several high-profile murders of women by family
members were reported yet parliament failed to adopt legislation on domestic violence
that had been pending since 2021. In India, violence against Dalit and Adivasi women,
among other caste-based hate crimes, was committed with impunity.

Afghanistan witnessed a particularly significant deterioration of women and girls' rights to
personal autonomy, education, work, and access to public spaces, through multiple
edicts issued by the Taliban. In Iran, the “morality police” violently arrested Mahsa
(Zhina) Amini for showing strands of hair under her headscarf, and days later she died in
custody amid credible reports of torture, sparking nationwide protests in which many
more women and girls were injured, detained or killed.

“States’ hunger to control the bodies of women and girls, their sexuality and their lives
leaves a terrible legacy of violence, oppression and stunted potential,” said Agnés
Callamard.

GLOBAL ACTION AGAINST THREATS TO HUMANITY WOEFULLY INADEQUATE

In 2022, the world continued to suffer the fall-out of the Covid-19 pandemic. Climate
change, conflict and economic shocks caused in part by Russia’s invasion of Ukraine
further compounded the risks to human rights.

Economic crises meant 97% of the population of Afghanistan were living in poverty. In
Haiti, the political and humanitarian crisis, exacerbated by widespread gang violence, left
more than 40% of the population facing acute food insecurity.

Extreme weather conditions exacerbated by a rapidly warming planet triggered hunger
and disease in several countries in South Asia and sub-Saharan Africa, including
Pakistan and Nigeria where floods had a catastrophic impact on people’s lives and
livelihoods and led to an outbreak of waterborne diseases, which killed hundreds.

Against this backdrop, countries failed to act in the best interests of humanity and
address fossil fuel dependency, the main driver pushing us toward the biggest threat to
life as we know it. This collective failure was another stark example of the weakness of
current multilateral systems.
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“The world is besieged by an onslaught of colliding crises including widespread conflict,
cruel global economics with too many states burdened by unsustainable debt, corporate
tax abuse, the weaponization of technology, the climate crisis and shifting tectonic plates
of power. We stand no chance of surviving these crises if our international institutions
aren’t fit for purpose,” said Agnés Callamard.

DYSFUNCTIONAL INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTIONS NEED FIXING

It is vital that international institutions and systems that are meant to protect our rights
are strengthened rather than undermined. The first step is for UN human rights
mechanisms to be fully funded, so that accountability and investigations can be pursued,
and justice delivered.

Amnesty International is also calling for the UN’s key decision-making body, the Security
Council, to be reformed to give a voice to countries and situations which have been
traditionally ignored, especially in the global south.

“The international system needs serious reform to reflect the realities of today. We
cannot allow the permanent members of the UN Security Council to continue wielding
their veto power and abusing their privileges unchecked. The lack of transparency and
efficiency in the Council’s decision-making process leaves the entire system wide open to
manipulation, abuse and dysfunction,” said Agnes Callamard.

But while self-serving governments fail to put our human rights first, the human rights
movement shows we can still draw inspiration and hope from the people these states
should have protected.

In Colombia, the persistence of women'’s rights activism and legal action contributed to
the Constitutional Court’s decision to decriminalize abortion during the first 24 weeks of
pregnancy. In South Sudan, Magai Matiop Ngong was released from prison, having been
sentenced to death at the age of 15 in 2017. His release came after thousands of people
around the world petitioned the authorities for his freedom.

Indigenous Mayan environmentalist Bernardo Caal Xol was released on parole after
spending four years in jail in Guatemala on bogus charges. After years of campaigning by
women’s movements in Spain, the country’s parliament passed a law placing consent at
the centre of the legal definition of rape. Kazakhstan and Papua New Guinea repealed
the death penalty.

“It is easy to feel hopeless in the face of atrocities and abuses but throughout the last
year, people have shown we are not powerless,” said Agnes Callamard.

“We've witnessed iconic acts of defiance, including Afghan women marching against
Taliban rule and Iranian women walking unveiled in public or cutting their hair to protest
compulsory veiling laws. Millions of people who have been systematically oppressed by
patriarchy and racism took to the streets to demand a better tomorrow. They did so in
previous years and they did so again in 2022. This should remind those in power that we
will never be mere bystanders when they assault our dignity, equality and freedom.”

ENDS
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South Asia: Response to deterioration of rights in the region exposes an international
system unfit to deal with global crises

Amnesty International’s Annual Report for 2022 highlights double standards
throughout the world on human rights and the failure of the international
community to unite around consistently applied human rights and universal values
Robust response to Ukrainian crisis in the West is in sharp contrast with a
deplorable lack of meaningful action on plummeting rights in Afghanistan and
intense crackdown on the right to protest in Sri Lanka, Pakistan, Bangladesh,
Maldives, India and Nepal

Women’s rights and freedom to protest are threatened as states fail to protect and
respect rights at home

As the Universal Declaration of Human Rights turns 75, Amnesty International
insists that a rules-based international system must be founded on human rights
and applied to everyone, everywhere.

The failure of global and regional institutions — hamstrung by the self-interest of their
members — to respond adequately to global conflicts, climate change and global energy
and food crises has disrupted an already weak multilateral system, Amnesty International
said as it launched its annual assessment of human rights around the world.

Amnesty International Report 2022/23: The State of the World’s Human Rights found
that double standards on human rights abuses taking place around the world fuelled
impunity and instability, including deplorable lack of meaningful action on the
plummeting human rights record in Afghanistan, inadequate responses to a spiralling
economic crisis in Sri Lanka and the refusal to confront the crackdown on dissent and
persecution of minorities in multiple South Asian countries.

“The Universal Declaration of Human Rights was created 75 years ago, recognizing the
inalienable rights and fundamental freedoms of all people. Global economic dynamics
and shifting power structures are unleashing chaos in which it is easy to lose sight of
human rights. As South Asia sits on the brink of a volatile and unpredictable future, it is
important now, more than ever, to keep rights squarely in the centre of all negotiations
and conversations,” said Deprose Muchena, Senior Director at Amnesty International.

RUTHLESS REPRESSION OF DISSENT

People took to the streets across the region to protest against injustice, deprivation and

discrimination, but in most countries including Afghanistan, Bangladesh, India, Nepal,

Maldives, Pakistan and Sri Lanka they were met with intense crackdowns and excessive,
sometimes lethal, force.
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In Sri Lanka, emergency powers were used to curtail mass protests. The police used live
ammunition, tear gas and water cannon against largely peaceful crowds protesting
against the spiralling economic crisis, causing deaths and injuries. Protesters in Sri
Lanka were arrested, arbitrarily detained and charged with terror-related and other
offences.

In Afghanistan, peaceful protesters faced arbitrary arrests, torture and enforced
disappearance. Police in Bangladesh used live and rubber bullets, sound grenades and
tear gas to disperse protests by students and workers. In Pakistan, authorities forcibly
broke up peaceful protests by activists and family members of victims of enforced
disappearances. Protesting victims of loan sharks in Nepal were met with police baton
charges and arbitrarily detained. In India, a 15-year-old boy and another protester were
shot and killed by police during demonstrations in Jharkhand state.

Attacks on press freedom persisted in multiple countries. In Afghanistan, journalists
faced arbitrary arrest and detention as well as torture and other ill-treatment for reporting
that was critical of the Taliban. In Bangladesh, where journalists experienced physical
assaults, judicial harassment and other reprisals for their reporting, a draft data
protection law threatened to further curtail freedom of expression. Media workers in
Pakistan also came under increased pressure as journalists and others were arrested on
spurious charges.

The Indian government likewise tried to prevent the human rights situation there from
being discussed abroad by imposing international travel bans on human rights defenders
and detention without trial. It also used money laundering laws and other pretexts to
harass media organizations and NGOs. In Nepal, comedians were among those who faced
prison sentences in relation to their performances. The Maldives parliament passed a law
that could force journalists to reveal their sources. Encouragingly, the Maldives
government was considering amending the law, but faced strong criticism.

“South Asian countries seem to apply human rights law on a selective basis in a
staggering show of blatant hypocrisy and double standards. They only criticize human
rights violations when it aligns with their global and regional politics but are mute
spectators to similar abuses at their own doorstep just because their interests are at
stake. It is unconscionable and undermines the entire fabric of universal human rights,"
said Yamini Mishra, Regional Director for South Asia at Amnesty International.

In response to growing threats to the right to protest, Amnesty International launched a
global campaign in 2022 to confront states’ intensifying efforts to erode the fundamental
right to freedom of peaceful assembly.

WOMEN BEAR THE BRUNT AS STATES FAIL TO PROTECT AND RESPECT
RIGHTS

In India the Supreme Court passed two progressive judgments upholding the right to
dignity of sex workers and interpreting an existing law to expand abortion access to all
women, notwithstanding their marital status.

Nevertheless, the reality for many women and girls in the region remained one of
systemic discrimination.
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In Afghanistan, women and girls were effectively erased from public life and spaces as
new edicts further restricted their rights and freedoms which, in addition to banning
them from working with NGOs, forbade them from travelling without a male chaperone,
attending secondary school and university or going to public parks, among other
restrictions.

In Nepal, women continued to be denied equal citizenship rights and, although the
statute of limitations for rape was extended, the excessively short period for filing
complaints remained a significant barrier to effective remedy for survivors.

Violence against women also remained prevalent in the region. There were calls on the
Maldivian authorities by UN experts to address rising gender-based violence there. In
Bangladesh, hundreds of incidents of rape or murder of women by their husbands or
other family members were recorded and impunity for such crimes remained widespread.
In Pakistan, several high-profile murders of women by their partners or family members
were reported, yet the National Assembly failed to adopt legislation on domestic violence,
pending since 2021. In India, violence against Dalit and Adivasi women, among other
caste-based hate crimes, was committed with impunity. Girls were also banned from
wearing the hijab in public schools in Karnataka.

“Women have been at the forefront of protests in the region, often challenging patriarchal
control over their bodies, lives, choices and sexuality on behalf of the state, society and
family. The failure of States and institutions to uphold gender justice leaves a terrible
legacy of suppression, violence and stunted potential,” said Yamini Mishra.

GLOBAL ACTION AGAINST THREATS TO HUMANITY WOEFULLY INADEQUATE

Economic crises fuelled by pandemic-related recession, economic mismanagement and
climate change induced disasters within and beyond the region severely affected
economic and social rights, including in Afghanistan and Sri Lanka, where food,
healthcare and an adequate standard of living became increasingly inaccessible.

In Afghanistan, the spiralling economic crisis plunged 97% of the population into
poverty, while in Sri Lanka, inflation exceeded 73% in September 2022 with the poorest
and most marginalized suffering the greatest consequences.

The devastating costs of the unchecked climate crisis were made abundantly clear in
2022. Specifically in Pakistan where heatwaves, droughts and then devastating floods
had a catastrophic impact on lives and livelihoods of nearly 750,000 people. Against this
backdrop, it was particularly disappointing to note that the global community failed to
act in the best interests of humanity and address fossil fuel dependency, the main driver
pushing us toward the biggest threat to life as we know it. This collective failure was
another stark example of the weakness of current multilateral systems.

“South Asia is besieged by an onslaught of intersecting and interconnected crises
including ‘man-made’ crises - with at least three countries in the region in the middle of
an economic crisis and burdened with high debts - and natural crises, with South Asia
often being ground zero for extreme heatwaves to destructive widespread floods. We
stand no chance of surviving these crises if our national and international institutions
aren’t fit for purpose,” said Yamini Mishra.
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DYSFUNCTIONAL INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTIONS NEED FIXING

In Afghanistan, the space for independent human rights monitoring and reporting had all
but disappeared. War crimes were also committed as the Taliban continued its campaign
of reprisal killings against members of the former administration and security forces or
those who oppose them. The Taliban’s version of a justice system lacked any credibility
while the resumption of executions in Afghanistan represented a major regression. In
India, authorities unlawfully demolished mainly Muslim-owned property in several states,
raising concerns that this was a form of collective punishment for alleged involvement in
intercommunal clashes. In Nepal, efforts toward securing truth, justice and reparation for
crimes under international law and other human rights violations committed during the
1996-2006 conflict remained grossly inadequate.

Refugees and asylum seekers remained highly marginalized and at risk of refoulement.
Ensuring the human rights of Rohingya refugees inside one of the world’s largest refugee
camps continued to pose a major challenge for Bangladesh. While there was some
improvement in access to education for Rohingya children, an estimated 100,000
remained out of school. Despite concerns from the international community and human
rights groups, the Bangladeshi government persisted in its plans to relocate Rohingya
refugees to the remote and flood-prone Bhasan Char island bringing the total number to
30,079 according to official figures.

Afghans fleeing persecution at home faced pushbacks from neighbouring countries, such
as lran, and other countries along the route, such as Turkey.

Impunity was compounded by the inability of the UN Human Rights Council to
effectively address many of these serious concerns. It is vital that international
institutions and systems that are meant to protect our rights are strengthened rather than
undermined.

Amnesty International is also calling for the UN’s key decision-making body, the Security
Council, to be reformed to give a voice to countries and situations which have been
traditionally ignored, especially in the global south.

SHAMELESS DOUBLE STANDARDS PAVE WAY FOR FURTHER ABUSE

The Russia-Ukraine war diverted resources and attention away from the climate crisis,
other long-standing conflicts and human suffering the world over and in South Asia in
particular. The West’s double standards only embolden and enable countries to evade,
ignore and deflect criticism of their human rights record.

“There is no denying that an effective and consistently applied rules-based international
order is the need of the hour. The Russian war of aggression in Ukraine demonstrated
that some of the richest countries in the world were more than capable of receiving large
numbers of people seeking safety and giving them access to health, education and
accommodation. However, the West did not offer the same treatment to the Afghans and
Rohingyas escaping war and repression. This shameless double standard must be
challenged and countries must step up their efforts for a renewed rules-based order," said
Deprose Muchena.

AMNESTY ff Amnesty International Report 2022/23 13

INTERNATIONAL <}~



“The double standards of wealthy nations are as evident in their sickening COVID -19
vaccine nationalism as it is in their large contribution to climate change. As South Asia
increasingly becomes ground zero for many climate emergencies, it further highlights the
need for reparations for loss and damage in these nations with greater investment in
global reduction in dependency on fossil fuels. We also need countries, including in
South Asia, that have so far failed to take a stand against human rights abuses in the
world to speak up now before it is too late for everyone, everywhere.”

ENDS
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GLOBAL ANALYSIS

The year 2022 saw new or renewed conflicts break out and protracted ones persist. On
the ground, violations of international humanitarian law led to appalling human
tragedies. International responses were inconsistent with regard to the severe human
rights impact of different conflicts and the protection of people fleeing them, as well as
other patterns of egregious violations, some amounting to crimes against humanity. They
included heavy-handed repression of the freedoms of expression, association and
peaceful assembly, including protests. Those defending human rights often bore the
brunt of such repression.

Meanwhile, gender-based violence against women, girls and LGBTI people remained a
global issue, despite some action to improve legislative protections, and there were some
notable setbacks and progress on abortion rights. Although many countries began to
emerge from the shadow of Covid-19, others continued to face its effects. Economic
crises associated with the impact of the pandemic, as well as unsustainable debt,
conflict and climate change, fuelled rocketing rises in the cost of living and food
insecurity. The challenges disproportionately affected the most marginalized and led to
rising inequality.

These themes emerged most strongly from Amnesty International’s research on 156
countries in 2022 and are deeply interconnected. Repression of dissent facilitated the
path to conflict. Armed conflict and coups in 2021 paved the way to clampdowns on civil
society. Sexual violence against women and girls was a brutal feature of armed conflict.
War, political crises, the rising cost of living, restrictions on the right to abortion, violence
against women and discrimination were important drivers of protests. Within some of
these patterns of violations, Amnesty International’s research revealed evidence of the
increasingly severe harms that arise from the business model of Big Tech and
underscored the pressing need for bolder action to tackle the climate crisis and
environmental degradation.

VIOLATIONS OF INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW AND RIGHTS OF
PEOPLE ON THE MOVE

Across the globe, new or renewed conflicts broke out and protracted ones persisted.
Government forces and armed groups were responsible for violations of international
humanitarian law and human rights abuses, in some cases amounting to war crimes and
crimes against humanity.

In Europe, Russian forces invaded Ukraine in an act of aggression and, in its assault on
the civilian population, committed extrajudicial executions and indiscriminate attacks,
and targeted the country’s energy infrastructure during winter. In Africa, government
forces and armed groups fighting in Ethiopia, the Democratic Republic of the Congo
(DRC) and the Sahel region, among other places, caused the deaths of thousands of
civilians, some in mass killings. In the Middle East and North Africa, long-standing
conflicts in Libya, Syria and Yemen, as well as the flare-up of armed hostilities between
Israel and a Palestinian armed group in August, were characterized by indiscriminate air
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strikes that killed and injured civilians or other unlawful attacks. War crimes were also
committed in Afghanistan, where the Taliban continued its campaign of reprisal killings
against members of the former administration and security forces.

Sexual violence was perpetrated in conflicts in different regions, including as a weapon
of war. In both the Central African Republic and South Sudan, dozens of women and
girls reported being raped in the context of clashes between government forces and
armed groups or attacks by armed groups. In Ethiopia, Tigrayan forces perpetrated
multiple incidents of conflict-related rape and other sexual violence. In Ukraine, in
addition to reports of sexual violence by Russian forces, women faced other gender-
specific threats as attacks on healthcare facilities contributed to greatly reduced
maternal health services.

In positive moves, a majority of states in the UN General Assembly denounced Russia’s
aggression against Ukraine and the UN Human Rights Council moved swiftly to establish
a commission of inquiry following that invasion. In the face of the UN Security Council’s
failure to act on many conflicts, the UN General Assembly raised the political cost of
permanent members of the Security Council using their veto. It did so by adopting a
resolution in April which required the General Assembly to meet automatically every time
a veto is used in the Council.! The General Assembly subsequently met after Russia
abused its veto power to block a Security Council resolution demanding the reversal of its
decision in September to annex four partially occupied regions of Ukraine. The General
Assembly condemned the move and deemed it invalid and illegal. However, Russia’s self-
serving action was not the only selective approach to violations in conflict situations.

Western states vocally backed efforts by the International Criminal Court (ICC) to
investigate allegations of war crimes in Ukraine; some had not done so in various other
situations. The UK in effect earmarked additional assistance to the ICC and the USA
provided political support despite its own non-ratification of the Rome Statute and its
opposition to investigations involving political allies such as Israel or their own nationals
in Afghanistan and Iraq. As it marked its 20th anniversary, the ICC’s actions begged the
question of whether its principles applied equally to victims of crimes under international
law in any situation or region. While it publicly promoted its absolutely vital large-scale
investigation into the situation in Ukraine, it committed much fewer resources to other
investigations, such as those into the situations in Nigeria and Palestine.? In another
example of inconsistency, the UN Human Rights Council, while rightly forthright in its
condemnation of violations in Ukraine, failed to meaningfully address the conflict in
Yemen, leaving a huge accountability gap.

Some corporate actors facilitated violations in conflict situations, although action was
taken by human rights defenders and organizations, as well as some governments, to
confront their conduct. Amnesty International documented the role of businesses in
importing and distributing aviation fuel that could be used in air strikes by the Myanmar
military against civilians. Subsequently, some implicated companies announced that they

1 “UN: Veto resolution is a vital step towards accountability”, 26 April

2 “The ICC at 20: Double standards have no place in international justice”, 1 July
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were exiting or suspending business operations in Myanmar. Amnesty International also
found that the algorithms and business practices of Meta (the owner of Facebook and
Instagram) had substantially contributed to grave human rights violations during 2017 by
amplifying anti-Rohingya content and enabling Myanmar military action against them.

Armed conflicts predictably produced large movements of refugees and internal
displacement. The EU’s welcome open-door policy towards Ukrainian refugees fleeing
Russian aggression demonstrated that, as one of the richest blocs in the world, it was
more than capable of receiving large numbers of people seeking protection and ensure
their access to key services, such as health, education and housing. However, the
approach differed markedly from that taken towards people seeking protection from
outside the region, highlighting deep racism and discrimination. At both land and sea
borders, refugees and migrants were subjected to forcible, summary and sometimes
violent returns, despite some of them experiencing torture and other violations in transit
countries such as Libya. Many were left to die.

In the Middle East and North Africa, refugee protection was undermined. The Lebanese
authorities scaled up so-called voluntary returns of Syrians. In the Americas, the lack of
robust systems of international protection in many countries continued to leave
unprotected the sharply increasing number of people fleeing situations of armed violence
and other crises. Between September 2021 and May 2022, the USA expelled more than
25,000 Haitians and subjected many to torture and other ill-treatment rooted in anti-
Black racism.

Parties to armed conflicts must respect international humanitarian law, investigate
allegations of violations and prosecute suspected perpetrators. All other governments
should consistently pressure them to do so and act to strengthen the implementation of
UN Security Council Resolution 1325, which calls for special measures to protect
women and girls from conflict-related sexual violence, as well as affirming the
importance of women'’s full and equal participation in conflict resolution and
peacebuilding. The ICC must ensure that funding for investigations is allocated in a non-
discriminatory way. All governments must ensure all those fleeing persecution have
access to safety and international protection and end double standards in the treatment
of people seeking protection.

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION, ASSOCIATION AND ASSEMBLY

The repression of dissent and civil society remained one of the key human rights trends
globally.

Some crackdowns on the freedoms of expression and association were associated with
armed conflict. In Russia, new legislation effectively barred critical mention of the war in
Ukraine. Thousands of administrative and criminal prosecutions ensued and dozens of
independent media outlets were closed. In Ethiopia, authorities arbitrarily arrested media
workers and stymied efforts by civil society organizations to call for peace.

Other crackdowns followed armed takeovers of government. In Afghanistan, Taliban
authorities subjected journalists to arbitrary detention, as well as torture and other
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ill-treatment, for reporting critically on them after their takeover of the country in 2021.
In Myanmar, the military authorities that took over following a coup in 2021 arrested
dozens of media workers, maintained bans on independent media outlets and placed
restrictions on the legitimate work of NGOs, making non-compliance punishable by
imprisonment. In Mali, where coups had occurred in 2020 and 2021, authorities
suspended national and foreign broadcasters and arrested or threatened journalists and
others for criticizing the government or the army.

Elsewhere, influential states clamped down on civil society to seek to prevent discussion
of their human rights records both abroad and at home. The Chinese government lashed
out a strong and long-awaited report by the UN Office of the High Commissioner for
Human Rights (OHCHR) documenting potential crimes against humanity against Uyghurs
and other Muslim ethnic minority groups in Xinjiang, where thousands of men and
women were believed to be arbitrarily detained, while imposing ever more pervasive and
sophisticated censorship within the country. The Indian government imposed
international travel bans on human rights defenders.

In Turkiye, parliament passed a new disinformation law enhancing government powers
over social media, while the authorities continued to detain and prosecute dozens of
journalists, human rights defenders and opposition politicians on spurious terrorism-
related charges. In Egypt, the government sought to improve its image in the lead-up to
its hosting of the 27th Conference of the Parties to the UN Framework Convention on
Climate Change (COP27) in November, partly by releasing hundreds held for political
reasons. However, they arbitrarily detained around triple the number in the same period
for actual or perceived dissent, including hundreds arrested in connection with calls for
demonstrations during COP27.

The events in Egypt were one illustration of the nexus between freedom of expression, on
the one hand, and climate justice and environmental degradation, on the other.
Elsewhere, activists campaigning to protect the environment were killed or threatened.
Nowhere was this more in evidence than in Latin America; in its 2022 report, Global
Witness stated that three quarters of the killings in 2021 of land and environmental
defenders occurred in that region.

Around the world, people came together to protest against the failure to tackle climate
change, as well as a range of other concerns including war, political crises, the rising
cost of living, restrictions on the right to abortion, violence against women and
discrimination. States often used unlawful — including sometimes lethal — force to
repress protests. This was brutally demonstrated in Iran: from September, the authorities
responded to the unprecedented uprising against decades of gender-based
discrimination, severe repression and, more broadly, the Islamic Republic itself with live
ammunition, metal pellets and beatings, killing hundreds of people, including dozens of
children. Meanwhile, in Peru, over 20 were killed after security forces used unlawful
force to respond to protests during the political crisis that followed the ousting of its then
president in December.

Security forces in countries across the world used firearms and a range of less-lethal
weapons, including batons, tear gas and rubber bullets, to police protests. Some security
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forces arbitrarily detained protesters and subjected them to torture or other ill-treatment,
sometimes using inherently abusive equipment such as weighted leg chains. The
proliferation and abuse of law enforcement equipment in the context of policing in
general was facilitated by the absence of global human rights controls on their import
and export. However, in May, at the request of the UN General Assembly, a Group of
Governmental Experts released a report that put forward the option of a legally binding
instrument to regulate the trade. Argentina, the EU and Mongolia led a global alliance of
more than 60 states promoting a potential treaty. Human rights organizations proposed
key elements to include.?

States suppressed protests by other means. Authorities in countries including Australia,
India, Indonesia and the UK passed new legislation imposing restrictions on
demonstrations. Other governments used states of emergency, such as in Sri Lanka, or
pretexts such as Covid-19, in the case of China, or security around elections, in the case
of Guinea, another country where a coup took place in 2021, to prevent protesters
challenging state policies. Governments also repressed online civic space to try to thwart
protesters. Iran and Myanmar were among those that shut down or disrupted internet and
telecommunications.

The international response to these egregious human rights violations and others that
went beyond the freedoms of expression, association and peaceful assembly was
inconsistent, just as the response of the UN and ICC was to situations of armed conflict.
On the one hand, the UN Human Rights Council established a Special Rapporteur on the
human rights situation in Russia and an investigative mechanism on Iran in the wake of
the deadly repression of protests there. On the other, it voted not to further investigate or
even discuss the UN’s own evidence of potential crimes against humanity in Xinjiang,
China, and discontinued a resolution on the Philippines. Similarly, Israel’s allies firmly
rejected conclusions by a growing chorus of human rights organizations, including
Amnesty International, that it had established a system of apartheid, despite this analysis
being endorsed by UN experts. Meanwhile the international human rights system, one of
the three “pillars” of the UN, remained chronically underfunded, with certain states
seeking to weaponize the budgetary process to defeat the operationalization of needed
mechanisms.

Governments must stop using pretexts to repress dissent and prevent discussions of their
human rights records. They must investigate killings, intimidation and harassment of
human rights defenders, stop security forces using unnecessary or excessive force during
protests and repeal or amend legislation violating the right to peaceful assembly. At a
multilateral level, governments should support negotiations to agree a new treaty to
control the trade in law enforcement equipment. They should also consistently set up
accountability mechanisms for all patterns of gross human rights violations.

3 Essential Elements of a Torture-Free Trade Treaty, September, 23 September
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GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE AND SEXUAL AND REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS

Violence against women, girls and LGBTI people remained a global human rights
problem. Some of the violence occurred in armed conflicts, as already mentioned.
However, most of it occurred during peacetime and in domestic settings.

Reflecting a pattern across the Americas, hundreds of feminicides (gender-based killings
of women facilitated by impunity) were recorded in Mexico alone. Venezuelan refugee
women were subjected to gender-based violence and discrimination in Colombia,
Ecuador, Peru and Trinidad and Tobago. Indigenous women reported forced sterilization
in previous years in Canada and continued to face disproportionately high levels of rape
and sexual violence in the USA. High levels of violence persisted elsewhere, both offline
and online. In Pakistan, several high-profile murders of women by family members were
reported yet the parliament failed to adopt legislation on domestic violence that had been
pending since 2021. In India, violence against Dalit and Adivasi women, among other
caste-based hate crimes, was committed with impunity.

Some governments did take action to improve legislative protections, responding to
pressure from women human rights defenders. In Europe, new rape laws enshrining the
principle of consent entered into force in Belgium, Finland and Spain. In Africa and Asia,
new legislation aimed in part at strengthening protections for women and girls against
sexual and gender-based violence was adopted in countries including China, the Congo,
Indonesia, Papua New Guinea and Zimbabwe. However, too often, in these countries and
others around the world, authorities failed in practice to protect women and girls from
entrenched gender-based violence or to address impunity for related crimes. In the
Middle East and North Africa, authorities in Egypt, Iraq, Iran, Yemen and Saudi Arabia
even subjected women human rights defenders and activists to prosecution and other
forms of harassment for speaking out against sexual violence.

As always, the backdrop for this violence was continuing widespread discrimination
against women, girls and LGBTI people in law and practice, underscored by
discriminatory social attitudes and norms. Afghanistan witnessed a particularly
significant deterioration in the rights of women and girls. New edicts issued by the
Taliban forbade women and girls from travelling without a male chaperone, banned them
from public parks and prohibited them from attending secondary schools and university
and working for NGOs.

Meanwhile, the year saw both setbacks and progress on abortion rights. Following the
ending of federal protections for abortion rights in the USA in June, several US states
passed laws to ban or curtail access to abortion, while various others voted
overwhelmingly to protect it. Elsewhere in the Americas, abortion remained criminalized
in five countries, but a constitutional court ruling in Colombia decriminalized abortion up
to the 24th week of pregnancy and a new law in Ecuador decriminalized abortion in
cases of rape.

Similar trends were observed across Europe. In Hungary, Italy, Poland and Slovakia, new
measures were introduced to limit access to abortion, while several other countries,
including Germany and the Netherlands, removed certain restrictions on accessing
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abortion. Meanwhile, women human rights defenders faced persecution in countries
including Andorra and Poland for supporting the right to abortion.

Governments must take comprehensive steps to prevent entrenched gender-based
violence against women, girls and LGBTI people, protect and support survivors and
address impunity for related crimes. All states that continue to criminalize abortion must
reform their abortion laws to ensure everybody can access abortion-related information
and services, and post-abortion care, without discrimination or coercion, and with respect
for their reproductive autonomy and other human rights.

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL RIGHTS

In all regions economic crises associated with the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic, as
well as unsustainable debt, conflict and climate change, fuelled rocketing rises in the
cost of living and food insecurity. The International Monetary Fund highlighted in
October that over 60% of low-income countries and over 25% of emerging markets were
unlikely to be able to service their debts. The Russian invasion of Ukraine not only
interrupted wheat supplies on which many countries depended but also resulted in
significant increases in fuel costs. The challenges were exacerbated by the failure of
many governments to address structural barriers to and the underlying causes of the non-
fulfilment of the rights to food, health, social security, housing and water, such as socio-
economic inequalities and low public expenditure on health and social protection. The
challenges disproportionately affected the most marginalized in all regions.

The African Union had declared 2022 as the Year of Nutrition, but extreme weather
conditions triggered malnutrition in several countries in the region. In Somalia a severe
drought led to a surge in malnutrition cases, while in Nigeria floods precipitated an
outbreak of waterborne diseases, killing hundreds. Economic crises meant 97% of the
population of Afghanistan were living in poverty, up from 47% in 2020, and people in
Sri Lanka experienced serious shortages in food, fuel, medicines and other essential
items. In the Middle East and North Africa, economic crises also heightened food
insecurity. In the case of Syria and Yemen, conflict was a key factor. In the Americas,
humanitarian crises saw more than 40% of the population in Haiti facing emergency
hunger levels and most of the population in Venezuela experiencing food insecurity. Due
to the war with Russia, at least a half a million children were plunged into poverty in
Ukraine. Elsewhere in Europe huge spikes in energy prices, partly resulting from the war,
contributed to record inflation and cost of living crises, disproportionately affecting the
most marginalized.

Climate change further contributed to poverty, malnutrition and displacement. Sea level
rises and floods impacted impoverished coastal communities in countries including
Bangladesh, Honduras and Senegal, while rising temperatures, coupled with energy
infrastructure projects, affected Indigenous peoples in Canada and Russia.* In India and
Pakistan, among other countries, record-breaking heat, coupled with air pollution, took a

4 Any Tidal Wave Could Drown Us: Stories from the Climate Crisis, November
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high toll on those forced to work outside, such as farmers, street vendors and daily wage
earners. Rains and flooding in Pakistan, made more severe by climate change, also had a
catastrophic impact on people’s lives and livelihoods. Despite all this and the UN
General Assembly’s welcome adoption in July of a resolution recognizing the right to a
clean, healthy and sustainable environment, governments’ climate action remained
woefully inadequate. While COP27 delivered the adoption of a loss and damage fund for
those harmed by climate change, it failed to secure agreement on the phasing out of all
fossil fuels.®* Meanwhile, governments’ current emission reduction pledges would
condemn humanity to the devastating impact of 2.5°C of global warming.

Across the world, the right to housing was undermined by forced evictions, which often
affected those most subjected to discrimination. In Africa, the Americas and Asia,
governments proceeded with extractive, agricultural or infrastructure projects without
obtaining the free, prior and informed consent of Indigenous peoples affected,
sometimes leading to forced eviction from their lands. In Tanzania authorities forcibly
evicted Indigenous Maasai community members from ancestral land to make way for a
tourist operation.

Work continued in developing a new UN-sponsored treaty on global taxation of
multinational enterprises, culminating in the passing of a resolution by unanimous
consensus at the UN General Assembly in December. This reflected the fact that the
current global tax deal from the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and
Development (OECD), agreed in 2021, did not go far enough to correct the imbalance in
the allocation of taxing rights between the sources of a company’s profits, often in
countries in the global south, and where it is legally based, which are often countries in
the global north. Further active commitments are needed to ensure a fair system that will
deliver vital additional resources, particularly for low-income countries, to better
guarantee people’s economic, social and cultural rights.®

Governments must urgently take steps to mitigate the climate crisis and to keep global
warming to under 1.5°C above pre-industrial levels, including by prioritizing the speedy
phase-out of fossil fuels, while guaranteeing a just and human rights-consistent transition
to a zero-carbon economy. They must put in place measures that guarantee the rights of
everyone, including marginalized individuals and groups, to an adequate standard of
living, food, health, social security, housing and water. They must obtain the free, prior
and informed consent of Indigenous people for any projects on their territory.

Wealthy states and international financial institutions must provide urgent debt relief and
contribute funds to international efforts to support countries that need assistance to
realize economic, social and cultural rights, including in the context of the climate crisis.
Lower-income countries should also benefit from greater fairness and inclusivity through
the UN-sponsored global tax reform that will deliver vital additional resources to this end.

5 COP27: Loss and Damage fund is welcome but failure to deliver on phasing out fossil fuels is a huge setback, 21 November

6 Taxation, illicit financial flows and human rights, 28 June
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INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS MECHANISMS

2023 marks the 75th Anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the
30th Anniversary of the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action and the 25th
anniversary of the UN Declaration on Human Right Defenders. However, certain patterns
of behaviour by states have undermined those instruments, such as inconsistent or
inadequate implementation of human rights obligations, inconsistent international
responses to patterns of egregious human rights violations, and failure to contribute
sufficient financial resources to international human rights mechanisms.

In this context, states must recommit and take concrete steps to enhance the strength
and resilience of the international human rights architecture. This includes earmarking
an increased budget for the human rights pillar of the UN, prioritizing consistent
implementation of the full scope of states’ international human rights obligations and
promoting coherence and effectiveness in the ability of international mechanisms to
address human rights violations everywhere.
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ASIA-PACIFIC REGIONAL OVERVIEW

There were faint glimmers of hope for human rights in the Asia-Pacific region, with
modest gains in the rights of women and LGBTI people in several countries, a new law
criminalizing torture in Pakistan and the abolition of the death penalty in Papua New
Guinea. Yet, the overall picture remained bleak. Civilians bore the brunt of escalating
armed conflict in Myanmar. The full effects of Taliban rule on human rights in
Afghanistan became increasingly apparent including the particularly devastating rollback
of the rights of women and girls. Economic crises fuelled by pandemic-related recession,
economic mismanagement and armed conflict within and beyond the region severely
affected economic and social rights including in Afghanistan, Laos and Sri Lanka, where
food, healthcare and an adequate standard of living became increasingly inaccessible.
Intolerance of dissent grew as authorities in numerous countries tightened restrictions on
freedom of expression and association and arbitrarily arrested and detained their critics.
People took to the streets across the region to protest against injustice, deprivation and
discrimination, but in countries including Bangladesh, India, Indonesia, Nepal, Pakistan,
Sri Lanka and Thailand they were met with excessive, sometimes lethal, force. Impunity
was compounded by the inability of the UN Human Rights Council to effectively address
serious concerns in China and the Philippines. Well-established patterns of
discrimination, including against minorities, women and girls, LGBTI people and
Indigenous people also persisted. The resumption of executions in Afghanistan and
Myanmar also represented a major regression.

ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL RIGHTS

Economic crises severely impacted human rights including the rights to an adequate
standard of living and to health. In Sri Lanka, inflation exceeded 73% in September,
making food, healthcare and other basic needs unaffordable, particularly for day wage
workers, most of whom were women and from Malaiyaha Tamil minorities. High inflation
in Laos similarly put basic commodities out of reach for many. In Afghanistan, the
spiralling economic crisis plunged 97% of the population into poverty, with the vast
majority of households experiencing hunger and increasingly resorting to negative coping
strategies to survive — a situation that was set to worsen further following the Taliban’s
December decree banning women from working for humanitarian and other NGOs. The
decree restricted livelihood opportunities for women and prevented people from
accessing services that were previously provided by women workers.

Elsewhere, inadequate housing protections and house demolitions left thousands of
people homeless and destitute or at risk thereof. In Nepal, the government ignored calls
to amend a 2018 housing law, which failed to adequately guarantee the right to housing,
leaving hundreds of families, predominantly from marginalized communities or those
living in informal settlements, at risk of eviction. In India, authorities unlawfully
demolished mainly Muslim-owned homes and other private property in the capital, Delhi,
and in several states, raising concerns that this was a form of collective punishment for
alleged involvement in inter-communal clashes. In Cambodia and Mongolia, multiple

AMNESTY ff Amnesty International Report 2022/23 24

INTERNATIONAL <}~



households were made homeless or lost their livelihoods as a result of urban development
projects.

Governments must guarantee economic, social and cultural rights, without
discrimination.

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION

The right to freedom of expression remained under threat in the region as many
governments intensified crackdowns on dissent and sought to avoid scrutiny.

Attacks on press freedom persisted in multiple countries. In Afghanistan, journalists
faced arbitrary arrest and detention as well as torture and other ill-treatment for reporting
that was critical of the Taliban. In Bangladesh, where journalists experienced physical
assaults, judicial harassment and other reprisals for their reporting, a draft data
protection law threatened to further curtail freedom of expression. Media workers in
Pakistan also came under increased pressure as journalists and others were arrested on
spurious charges. A new administration in the Philippines brought no immediate respite
for the media; at least two journalists were killed in the latter part of the year while
judicial harassment of others continued and websites belonging to independent media
groups remained blocked.

In China, online censorship and surveillance grew ever more pervasive within the country.
The government also sought to prevent the discussion of its human rights record
internationally, including by trying to stop the UN Office of the High Commissioner for
Human Rights (OHCHR) from publishing a report documenting potential crimes under
international law and other serious human rights violations against Uyghurs and other
Muslim ethnic minority groups in Xinjiang.

The Indian government likewise tried to prevent the human rights situation there from
being discussed abroad by imposing international travel bans on human rights defenders.
It also took the extraordinary and unlawful step of banning a list of ordinary words from
being used in parliamentary debates in a clear attempt to restrict criticism from
opposition parties.

In Myanmar, the military authorities intensified both online and offline surveillance and
restricted the right to information, reportedly using CCTV cameras with facial recognition
capabilities in major cities and imposing periodic nationwide internet and
telecommunications shutdowns. In North Korea, all criticism of the government remained
forbidden.

In Indonesia, freedom of expression was dealt a further blow with the adoption in
December of a new penal code that recriminalized insulting the president and other
officials and state institutions. The Maldives parliament passed a law that could force
journalists to reveal their sources. Encouragingly, the Maldives government was
considering amending the law, but faced strong criticism.
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Authorities in Viet Nam continued to use the existing criminal code to arbitrarily arrest
and prosecute critics. A new decree, “Decree 53", requiring tech companies to store user
data and potentially share it with the authorities, potentially provided a new tool to
silence dissent.

In both Malaysia and Nepal, comedians were among those who faced prison sentences in
relation to their performances.

Governments must respect media freedoms, halt all investigations or prosecutions related
to the exercise of the right to freedom of expression without discrimination and repeal
legal provisions that criminalize legitimate expression or which can be used to restrict it.

FREEDOM OF PEACEFUL ASSEMBLY AND ASSOCIATION

Even as governments sought to repress dissent, people across the region claimed their
right to protest against injustice and discrimination, often risking arbitrary arrest and
detention, as well as injury and even death when authorities repeatedly resorted to
unnecessary and excessive force.

In Sri Lanka, police used live ammunition, tear gas and water cannon against largely
peaceful crowds protesting against the economic crisis, causing deaths and injuries.
Police in Bangladesh used live and rubber bullets, sound grenades and tear gas to
disperse protests by students and workers.

In Pakistan, authorities forcibly broke up peaceful protests by activists and family
members of victims of enforced disappearances. Protesting victims of loan sharks in
Nepal were met with police baton charges and arbitrarily detained. In India, a 15-year-
old boy and another protester were shot and killed by police during demonstrations in
Jharkhand state. Police in Indonesia also responded with unnecessary and sometimes
lethal force to protests including in Papua and West Papua.

New restrictions were introduced further limiting the right to protest in several countries.
In Karnataka state in India, an order was upheld which restricted protests to a designated
area in the state capital. A new penal code in Indonesia banned unauthorized
demonstrations, while in Australia, several states adopted new laws imposing fines and
prison sentences for participation in unauthorized protests.

Freedom of association was also further curtailed in a number of countries. In
Afghanistan, the space for independent human rights monitoring and reporting had all
but disappeared. In India, money laundering laws and other pretexts were used to harass
NGOs. New restrictions were imposed on the legitimate work of NGOs in Myanmar with
non-compliance punishable by imprisonment.

In Cambodia, the main opposition party, the Cambodia National Rescue Party, remained
banned and prosecution of its members and that of its successor, the Candlelight Party,
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continued. Public accusations of links to communist groups, known as “red-tagging”,
continued to be used in the Philippines against organizations and individuals as a way of
suppressing dissent by marking them out for arbitrary detention and unlawful killing. In
Mongolia, human rights defenders faced accusations of spying and other familiar
patterns of intimidation. Civil society space in Hong Kong contracted even further in
2022 as legitimate NGO activities were criminalized, creating an environment of fear and
self-censorship.

Governments must respect and facilitate the exercise of the rights to freedom of peaceful
assembly and association. The work of human rights defenders must be respected and
protected and a safe and enabling environment for their work ensured.

ARBITRARY ARRESTS AND DETENTIONS

In China, despite the authorities’ assertions to the contrary, many thousands of men and
women were still believed to be arbitrarily detained in Xinjiang. Tibetan activists in China
were also sentenced to lengthy prison sentences after unfair trials for activities deemed
to have “incited separatism” or “endangered national security”.

Elsewhere across the region, human rights defenders, political and environmental
activists and others were arbitrarily arrested and detained for asserting their right to
protest or otherwise challenging government policies and actions.

In Thailand, more than 1,000 people including several hundred children were facing
criminal charges for their participation in protests. Protesters in Sri Lanka were arrested,
arbitrarily detained and charged with terror-related and other offences. In Myanmar, mass
arbitrary arrests and detentions of opponents of the military regime continued and more
than 1,000 people were convicted in grossly unfair trials.

In Viet Nam, long prison sentences were imposed on human rights and land rights
activists, and in India, human rights defenders were detained without trial.

Governments must end all arbitrary arrests and detention of government critics and
others and immediately release anyone detained solely for the peaceful exercise of their
rights to freedom of expression, peaceful assembly, association or other human rights.

IMPUNITY AND THE RIGHT TO JUSTICE

Impunity prevailed as national authorities in many countries failed to fulfil victims’ rights
to justice, truth and reparation, and international bodies too often reneged on their
responsibilities to protect them.

Despite the report by OHCHR that added to an already strong body of evidence of

Chinese atrocities in Xinjiang the UN Human Rights Council voted against even holding a
debate on the situation. It similarly betrayed the countless victims of the “war on drugs”
in the Philippines by failing to renew OHCHR’s monitoring mandate, despite a disturbing
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increase in police killings during anti-drug operations during the year. By contrast, in the
face of a lack of progress on establishing accountability for crimes under international
law committed during and after the armed conflict in Sri Lanka, the Council adopted a
resolution to extend OHCHR’s mandate to gather evidence for future accountability
processes.

Impunity became further entrenched in Afghanistan, where the Taliban’s version of a
justice system lacked any credibility. In Nepal, there was no progress towards realizing
the right to justice for the tens of thousands of victims of grave human rights violations
committed during the 1996-2006 internal armed conflict there.

Where prosecutions of alleged perpetrators took place, trials were too often marred by
irregularities. For example, there were serious questions about the credibility of a trial in
Indonesia in which a former military commander was acquitted of the unlawful killing of
four Papuan high-school students in 2014.

Governments must address impunity by undertaking thorough, independent, impartial,
effective and transparent investigations into crimes under international law and other
serious human rights abuses and by bringing suspected perpetrators to justice in fair
trials. Full cooperation should be extended to international investigations and justice
processes.

VIOLATIONS OF INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW

The Myanmar military was responsible for war crimes as it intensified indiscriminate and
targeted ground and air attacks against civilians and civilian objects, and looted and
burned villages, killing hundreds and forcibly displacing thousands of people. Its use of
cluster munitions and land mines, both banned under international law, was also
documented.

War crimes were also committed in Afghanistan, where the Taliban continued its
campaign of reprisal killings against members of the former administration and security
forces and arbitrarily arrested, extrajudicially executed and tortured individuals allegedly
associated with the National Resistance Front and other armed opposition groups.

Armed groups were also responsible for grave violations in Afghanistan, where Islamic
State — Khorasan Province (IS-KP) continued its targeted attacks on minority ethnic and
religious groups, including by bombing religious and educational facilities used by
Hazara and Sikh communities. In Myanmar, some groups used banned antipersonnel
landmines or improvised explosive devices. Armed groups in India’s Jammu and Kashmir
region reportedly killed at least 19 civilians including members of the Hindu minority
community.

All parties to armed conflicts must abide by international humanitarian law, in particular
by ending direct attacks against civilians or civilian infrastructure and indiscriminate
attacks.
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CORPORATE ACCOUNTABILITY

Following an Amnesty International report documenting the role of businesses in
importing and distributing aviation fuel that could be used by Myanmar in military air
strikes against civilians, implicated companies including Puma Energy and other foreign
businesses announced that they were exiting or suspending business operations in
Myanmar.

Underscoring the need for corporate actors to take seriously their responsibility to protect
and promote human rights and to be held to account when they do not, Amnesty
International also found that Meta’s (formerly Facebook) algorithms and business
practices had substantially contributed to grave human rights violations suffered by
Rohingya in Myanmar 2017.

Corporate actors should put in place due diligence measures to ensure that their
operations and those of their partners do not cause or contribute to human rights abuses.
They should also put mitigation measures in place against any potential abuses.

FREEDOM OF RELIGION AND BELIEF

Freedom of religion and belief remained under threat in several countries. In India, where
Muslims were routinely arrested and prosecuted for exercising their religious freedoms,
the Karnataka state government, following the example of other states, passed a law
criminalizing marriages where the forced conversion of one spouse, often the Hindu
woman, was alleged by a relative or other person. Girls were also banned girls from
wearing the hijab in public schools in Karnataka.

Allegations of violations of blasphemy laws continued to result in death sentences and
lynchings in Pakistan where forced conversions to Islam of Hindu, Christian and Sikh
women and girls also persisted.

In China, religious leaders and Falun Gong practitioners were among those subjected to
arbitrary detention and imprisonment, while the continued persecution of Uyghurs,
Kazakhs and those from other predominantly Muslim ethnic minority groups in Xinjiang
threatened to erase both their religious and cultural identities.

Governments must take effective measures to implement legal and policy reforms to fully
protect, promote and guarantee freedom of religion or belief without discrimination.

WOMEN'’S AND GIRLS’ RIGHTS

New legislation aimed at strengthening protections for women and girls including
legislation combating sexual and gender-based violence was adopted in several countries
including China, Indonesia and Papua New Guinea. In India the Supreme Court, in a
judgment upholding the right to dignity of sex workers, directed the police to stop
harassing them and interpreted an existing law to expand abortion access to all women,
notwithstanding their marital status.
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Nevertheless, the reality for many women and girls in the region remained one of
systemic discrimination and violence. In Afghanistan, women and girls were effectively
erased from public life and spaces as new edicts further restricted their rights and
freedoms which, in addition to banning them from working with NGOs, forbade them
from travelling without a male chaperone, attending secondary school and university or
going to public parks, among other restrictions.

In Nepal, women continued to be denied equal citizenship rights and, although the
statute of limitations for rape was extended, the excessively short period in which
complaints must be filed remained a significant barrier to effective remedy for survivors.

Legal obstacles to women’s participation in elections in Fiji remained in place during the
December parliamentary elections because a legal challenge to a discriminatory law
requiring women to change their name on their birth certificate if they wished to vote
under their married name was unresolved. Women'’s representation in public life
remained low, including in Papua New Guinea — where only two of the 118
parliamentarians elected in 2022 were women — and Japan, where women accounted for
just 10.6% of prefectural assembly members.

Violence against women also remained prevalent. There were calls on the Maldives
authorities by UN experts to address rising gender-based violence there. In Bangladesh,
hundreds of incidents of rape or murder of women by their husbands or other family
members were recorded by an NGO, although many cases are thought to go unreported
and impunity for such crimes remained widespread. Despite being criminalized, violent
attacks on women and girls accused of sorcery continued in Papua New Guinea.

In Pakistan, several high-profile murders of women by their partners or family members
were reported, yet the National Assembly failed to adopt legislation on domestic violence,
pending since 2021.

Governments across the region must accelerate efforts to protect and end discrimination
against women and girls and take concrete steps to prevent and prosecute gender-based
and sexual violence.

LGBTI PEOPLE’S RIGHTS

Some steps were taken towards legal recognition of LGBTI rights in countries including
Japan, Singapore and Taiwan. In Singapore, consensual sexual relations between men
were decriminalized. However, the Singapore government also amended the Constitution
to effectively block same-sex marriage and, overall, LGBTI people in the region remained
among the most at-risk groups, with particular concerns in South Asia.

In Sri Lanka, despite a landmark decision by the CEDAW Committee that provisions in
Sri Lanka’s Penal Code criminalizing consensual same sex conduct violate the right to
non-discrimination, the government failed to act. In Afghanistan, LGBTI people were
forced to live in hiding to protect themselves against physical and sexual assault,
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arbitrary detention other violations by the Taliban. Chinese authorities also continued
their anti-LGBTI campaign, severely restricting both offline and online LGBTI activism
and censoring LGBTI content. In Pakistan, violent attacks, hate speech and threats
against transgender people persisted and murder rates of transgender people were the
highest in the region.

Governments should repeal laws and policies that discriminate against LGBTI people,
including by decriminalizing consensual same-sex relations and removing legal obstacles
to same sex marriage, and put in place measures to protect LGBTI people’s rights and
enable them to live in safety and dignity.

ETHNIC AND CASTE-BASED DISCRIMINATION AND INDIGENOUS PEOPLE’S
RIGHTS

In both India and Pakistan, caste-based discrimination continued largely unabated. In
India, Dalits and Adivasis were subjected to violence and discrimination from members
of dominant castes with impunity. A draft bill was tabled in Bangladesh that would
outlaw discrimination including based on caste, religion and other identities, but mobs
continued to conduct violent attacks against Hindu minorities.

Indigenous peoples as well as ethnic and religious minority groups also continued to face
widespread discrimination in Cambodia, Indonesia, Japan, Laos, Malaysia, Nepal, the
Philippines, Sri Lanka and Thailand. In Australia, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
people were disproportionally represented in the penal system. In Sri Lanka, Muslim and
Tamil minorities were arbitrarily arrested and detained in disproportionate numbers under
the draconian Prevention of Terrorism Act. Online advocacy of hatred towards and
disinformation about ethnic Korean people continued in Japan and they were
scapegoated for the assassination of former Prime Minister Shinzo Abe.

In Nepal, Indigenous peoples, evicted from their ancestral lands during the
establishment of national parks and conservation areas, remained landless and at risk of
eviction from informal settlements. Malaysian authorities forcibly relocated members of
an Indigenous community in Kelantan state to make way for the construction of a dam,
while illegal logging in Cambodia continued to threaten the livelihoods and culture of
Indigenous peoples there.

Governments must provide effective and accessible access to justice to victims of ethnic,
religious and caste-based discrimination and hate crimes, and work with affected
communities to develop comprehensive programmes to eliminate discrimination in the
criminal justice system and advocacy of hatred in online and offline domains.

TORTURE AND OTHER ILL-TREATMENT

Torture and other forms of ill-treatment of detainees remained commonplace in many
countries and custodial deaths including as a result of torture were reported in at least
ten countries.
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After a decade-long struggle, a law to criminalize torture was finally adopted in Pakistan,
but reports of torture and other ill-treatment of detainees persisted, as did incidents of
torture in detention in Mongolia despite the establishment of a national mechanism for
the prevention of torture there. In Nepal, torture in pretrial detention including to obtain
“confessions” also continued to be reported, and there were still no convictions under
the 2017 law criminalizing torture.

Fifty-four alleged deaths in custody were recorded in the first nine months of 2022 in
Bangladesh. There were reports of sexual violence in detention in Myanmar, where
hundreds of people died in custody during the year. Torture and other forms of ill-
treatment were also reported elsewhere, including China, North Korea and Viet Nam.
In the Indonesian province of Aceh, scores of men and women were subjected to
flogging. State-authorized public floggings also resumed in Afghanistan following the
Taliban’s return to power.

States must prohibit and criminalize torture and other acts of ill-treatment, and take
effective measures to protect people and prevent these forms of abuse. Where they
occur, states must investigate allegations, hold those responsible to account and provide
victims with a remedy.

FAILURE TO TACKLE CLIMATE CRISIS

Devastating floods, soaring temperatures, deadly typhoons and coastal erosion
highlighted the vulnerability of the region to climate change. Yet preparedness and
adaptation remained largely inadequate and the poorest and most marginalized suffered
the greatest consequences. In Pakistan, heatwaves, droughts and then devasting floods
left nearly 750,000 people without access to adequate housing, education or healthcare.
In India, farmers, street vendors, daily wage earners and other outdoor workers were
particularly affected by record-breaking heat and air pollution. In Bangladesh, climate
change, compounded by discrimination, prevented Dalits and other marginalized groups
from coastal south-western regions from accessing water supplies and sanitation.

Despite the warning signs, emissions targets set by many states in the region, including
the biggest emitters, remained insufficient to keep the increase in average global
temperatures below 1.5°C, and policies were often inconsistent with meeting even these
targets. Particularly worrying was the continued financing by Japan of global oil, gas and
coal projects and its plans for the construction of new coal-fired electricity plants;
China’s increased coal production despite government pledges to transition to
renewables; and the incompatibility of South Korea’s electricity generation plans with the
need to phase out coal by 2030.

Governments across the region must urgently review climate change targets and policies
to ensure that they are consistent with keeping global temperatures down. Investment in
disaster preparedness and adaptation must be increased and protection of marginalized
and other groups particularly at risk from climate change prioritized. Wealthier countries
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in the region must also urgently scale up climate finance to lower income countries and
commit to providing additional dedicated funding for loss and damage.

REFUGEES’ AND MIGRANTS’ RIGHTS

Refugees and asylum seekers remained highly marginalized and at risk of refoulement.

The plight of Rohingya refugees from Myanmar remained unresolved. In Bangladesh,
there was some improvement in access to education for Rohingya children, but an
estimated 100,000 remained out of school. In Malaysia, Rohingya and other refugees
from Myanmar remained detained indefinitely and several died during an attempted
escape. Allegations of ill-treatment and poor conditions in immigration detention centres
were also reported to have caused the deaths of many Indonesian nationals in Malaysia.

The practice of detaining refugees and asylum seekers solely for immigration purposes
continued in Australia, Japan and Hong Kong. In South Korea, there were reports of ill-
treatment of foreign nationals in detention centres. In New Zealand an independent
review found the immigration detention framework was “a recipe for arbitrary detention”
and recommended an end to holding asylum seekers in correctional facilities.

Afghans fleeing persecution at home faced pushbacks from neighbouring countries, while
the Malaysian authorities deported thousands of people to Myanmar despite the grave
human rights situation there.

Governments must cease detaining asylum seekers on the basis of their immigration
status and allow them to seek international protection, ensuring that they are not forcibly
returned to a country where they would face persecution.

DEATH PENALTY

The Papua New Guinea government abolished the death penalty. Executions resumed in
Afghanistan, Myanmar and Singapore. In Singapore, lawyers representing people on
death row faced intimidation and harassment.

Governments that still retain the death penalty must take urgent steps to fully abolish it.
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NEPAL

FEDERAL DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF NEPAL
Head of state: Bidya Devi Bhandari

Head of government: Pushpa Kamal Dahal (replaced Sher Bahadur Deuba in December)

The authorities carried out arbitrary arrests to limit freedom of expression and security
forces continued to use unnecessary and excessive force to disperse protests. At least
one protester was shot dead. Efforts toward securing truth, justice and reparation for
crimes under international law and other human rights violations committed during the
1996-2006 conflict remained grossly inadequate. The authorities failed to carry out
credible and independent investigations into deaths in custody.

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION AND ASSEMBLY

The authorities continued to intimidate, arrest and prosecute individuals exercising their
rights to freedom of expression, association and peaceful assembly.

In August, police in the capital, Kathmandu, arrested comedian Apoorwa Kshitiz Singh
after complaints were filed against a video he posted online. He was indicted under the
Penal Code on four different charges, potentially leading to a prison sentence of up to
five years. In October, the Kathmandu District Court released him on bail.

In October, the Election Commission threatened to seek prosecution of the operators of a
social media group “No Not Again”, demanding that they shut down the group and delete
posts criticizing politicians. In November, the Supreme Court ordered the Commission to
refrain from taking any action against the campaigners and respect their right to freedom
of expression. Also in November, the Commission demanded that an online portal —
Setopati.com — remove a news story about an electoral candidate. The Commission later
retracted the demand after widespread criticism.

The authorities clamped down on victims of loan sharks, mostly farmers from low
economic backgrounds in Kathmandu, who protested and called for justice for financial
crimes suffered. In September, the police baton-charged peaceful protesters, injuring at
least five, and detained more than 20.

RIGHT TO TRUTH, JUSTICE AND REPARATION

The government failed to make any progress towards delivering truth, justice and
reparation to the tens of thousands of victims of grave human rights violations committed
by the state security forces and Maoist rebels during the 1996-2006 internal armed
conflict. The Truth and Reconciliation Commission and the Commission of Investigation
on Enforced Disappeared Persons, which had respectively collected more than 60,000
and 3,000 complaints from victims, failed to resolve a single case. Despite both
Commissions’ mandates being extended by the government in October, neither body had
commissioners in office after the previous commissioners’ terms expired in July.
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In July, the government proposed a bill to amend the Investigation of the Enforced
Disappeared Persons, Truth and Reconciliation Commission Act of 2014. The
amendment bill marked some progress on reparations for conflict victims but failed to
address other shortcomings as ordered by a Supreme Court ruling in 2015 to bring it in
line with domestic and international human rights standards. The bill did not progress as
it was not endorsed before the parliament’s term ended in September.

TORTURE AND OTHER ILL-TREATMENT

There were frequent reports of torture and other ill-treatment being used in pretrial
detention to intimidate detainees and obtain “confessions” or other evidence. Although
the 2017 Criminal Code criminalized torture and other ill-treatment, no one had been
convicted under the law by the end of the year. No credible investigations were
conducted into deaths in custody suspected to have resulted from torture.

In May, a Dalit man, Sundar Harijan, was found hanging in a toilet of Rolpa district
prison. The police claimed that he had committed suicide. His family rejected the claims
but the authorities failed to order an independent investigation into his death. In June,
an investigation committee of the Ministry of Home Affairs concluded that the prison
administration officials had illegally switched Sundar Harijan’s identity to release another
prisoner, making Sundar Harijan serve another man’s jail term. The authorities did not
publish their report by the end of the year.

INDIGENOUS PEOPLES’ RIGHTS

The government failed to reform the National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 1973,
which did not meet international standards. Indigenous people, evicted from their
ancestral lands during the establishment of national parks and conservation areas,
remained landless and continued to live in informal settlements facing risks of further
forced evictions.

In June, while firing live ammunition at protesters in Bardiya district, police shot dead an
Indigenous woman, Nabina Tharu, and injured a man. The protesters were demanding
protection from wild animals for people living near the national park, after a woman was
attacked by a tiger.

WOMEN'’S RIGHTS

Gender-based discrimination continued. The government failed to reform constitutional
provisions which denied women equal citizenship rights.

The restrictive statute of limitations for rape and sexual violence in the Penal Code
prevented survivors from registering complaints and accessing justice. Following protests
in May and widespread calls from civil society, in July the parliament adopted a law to
extend the one-year statute of limitations for filing complaints to two years, or up to three
years in some cases.

RIGHT TO FOOD AND HOUSING

The authorities did not amend the 2018 Right to Housing law, which failed to adequately
guarantee the right to housing. The law did not guarantee protection from forced eviction

AMNESTY ff Amnesty International Report 2022/23 35

INTERNATIONAL <}~



for those living in informal settlements and did not define key terms such as
homelessness and security of tenure. Hundreds of families living in informal settlements
across the country remained at risk of forced evictions as authorities threatened
evictions.

In November, the High Powered Committee for Integrated Development of the Bagmati
Civilization under the Ministry of Urban Development published a 10-day eviction notice
for people living in informal settlements along the bank of the Bagmati river. The
Committee threatened demolition of the settlements without due process and alternative
arrangements, saying they hindered “beautification” work.

The government also failed to take steps to amend the 2018 Right to Food and Food
Sovereignty Act, which did not meet international human rights standards.

The lack of a necessary policy framework and regulation hindered the implementation of
provisions within existing laws to ensure access to food and housing.
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