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Cautious Revisit to the Past

INSEC has been monitoring the 
elections in Nepal since 1991. 

Clean, Fair and Fearless election is im-
perative to uphold the Democratic values. 
Human Rights Activists and Civil Society 
Organizations in Nepal have diligently 
been monitoring the election and run-
ning campaigns to ensure the same and 
hold political parties, candidates along 
with the Election Commission account-
able. Such campaigns have contributed in 
maintaining watch over elections at the 
citizens’ level and encouraging voters in 
exercising their civil and political rights. 
The Human Rights Monitoring and Elec-
tion Supervision Reports, published by 
INSEC, document the cases of violation of 
election related laws and code of conducts 
in Nepal. The obtained statistics and de-
tails of the cases attributes the occurrence 
of human rights violations amid elections 
to lack of commitment of political parties 
towards democratic systems and negli-
gence of the state mechanisms.

Nepal Human Rights Year Books 
published by INSEC every year since 
1992, not only analyze the electoral pro-
cesses and results, but also provide rec-
ommendations for making the elections 
free, fair and impartial going forward. 
The International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights (ICCPR) recognizes elec-
tions as a fundamental right to guarantee 
participation, inclusion, representation, 
and accountability in policy making and 
implementation process.

Syndicate and controlled voting 
during elections is an abominable prac-
tice against human rights. Clean and 

Fearless elections, under the practices of 
prevailing values of human rights, carry 
the legitimacy of governmental power. We 
have published representative cases of 
concealed financial transparency, politici-
zation of crime, and controlled elections. 
INSEC has continuously forewarned to 
protect the image of election as a stan-
dard for democracy, by ensuring the cred-
ibility of elections against misdeeds. Let’s 
pledge to never repeat such violations 
compromising impartiality and fairness 
of the elections ever again.

Rautahat
Trilok Pratap Singh (22), Oshi 

Akhtar Miya Kawari (23) of Saruatha 
VDC, and an unidentified Indian national 
were killed in an explosion while fabricat-
ing an explosive device on 9 April 2008. 
Aggrieved party accused Mohammad Af-
tab Alam of having ordered them to make 
the explosives for capturing the booth 
during election. Even though the families 
of the victims and representatives of po-
litical parties had accused Alam of taking 
the bodies of those injured to a brick kiln 
and burning them, the police outright-
ly denied on investigating the incident 
claiming it to have never taken place. At 
that time, Alam was the District Presi-
dent of Nepali Congress and Constituent 
Member from Rautahat election constitu-
ency no.2 The police had also refused to 
register a complaint against Alam filed 
by Shree Narayan Singh and Rukhsana 
Khatun. INSEC along with National Hu-
man Rights Commission and UN Office 
of High Commissioner for Human Rights 



Cautious Revisit to the Past26

had published an investigative report of 
the incident. A case was initiated based 
on the report on 2008, however, the Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office denied on pursuing 
the charges citing inadequate evidence. 
Meanwhile, the bench of Judge Sushila 
Karki and Bharat Karki of the Supreme 
Court also ordered District Police Office, 
Rautahat to carry out the investigation. 
However, the order went unimplemented. 

Eventually on 2 July 2020 police 
arrested Sheikh Saroj, 34, from Sim-
rangadh Municipality of Bara District 
on the charge of burning the injured and 
dead bodies of the earlier incident at the 
brick kiln. He was charged in court the 
next day. Police also arrested Badri Sha-
hani, 55, of Simrangadh Municipality-4, 
the head technician of the brick kiln on 
2 October 2020 and later released him 
on bail of Rs. 200,000. Alam, the alleged 
planner of the incident, was arrested on 
7 December 2020. Both Alam and Saroj 
were remanded to the judicial custody, 
but the case remains undecided till this 
date.

Ramechhap
On 12 March 2008, Cadres of Mao-

ist Centre attacked Devshankar Paudel, 

candidate for the Constituent Assembly 
election from the UML, Chitra Karki, 
District Committee member, Shanti 
Prasad Paudel, Kul Bahadur Darzi, dis-
trict chairperson of All Nepal National 
Free Student Union (ANNIFSU) Deepak 
Karki; Manoj Karki,and other UML cad-
res, Raju Karki, Sahdev Basnet, Ujjwal 
Kadaria, Rajkumar Basnet, Rajendra 
Karki, Vikram Sunuwar, Umesh Paudel, 
and Padam Khatri, at the then Preeti Vil-
lage Development Committee-2. Out of 
the injured, eight people were transported 
to the Teaching Hospital, Kathmandu for 
further treatment the same day.  A group 
of Maoist combatants attacked and looted 
the 19-member UML election campaign-
ers, including Kamal Prakash Sunuwar, 
the then member of parliament, and 
Angbabu Lama, the then Bagmati zonal 
member. The UML said that the incident 
was initiated by Nikas, a Maoist combat-
ant group of Saipu VDC. No legal actions 
were taken against the accused.

Sarlahi
An unidentified group, shot and 

killed,  Shambhu Prasad Singh, 48 an in-
dependent candidate for Constituent As-
sembly member of Bara-8 Village Devel-

Khalyan’s home of Late Sekh Idrishi at the incident spot of Rajpur Farhadwa VDC ward no.4
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opment Committee, nearby Gadaiya VDC 
Secondary School polling station, in the 
afternoon of 10 April 2008. The aggrieved 
party lodged a complaint in the district 
police office, against Shivpujan Rai, the 
election candidate of Madhesi People’s 
Rights Forum, and demanded legal ac-
tion against the perpetrators. However, 
no legal actions were taken against the 
accused. Madeshi People’s Right Forum 
denied any involvement in the incident. 
The accused was elected as a member of 
the then Constituent Assembly.

Solukhumbu
A district member of 

YCL, Ganga Bhujel alias Ga-
jendra, 28, from Chaulakhark 
VDC-7, was killed on the spot 
in a police firing on 29 March 
2008, at 11 am amid a clash 
between cadres of Maoists and 
Nepali Congress at Tapting 
VDC-1 Sisakhola, on the bor-
der of Gorakhani VDC, Tapting 
VDC, and Kerung VDC. The 
police officials were deployed 
for the protection of Bal Baha-
dur KC, the then Constituent 
Assembly member of Nepali 
Congress. Although the Maoist 
filed a complaint against the re-
sponsible police officials, at the 
District Police office, on 3 April, the case 
was not registered considering it to be a 
political in nature.  

Surkhet
Rishi Prasad Sharma, 47, a resi-

dent of Ghoreta VDC-2, and the then UML 
candidate for  Surkhet Constituency-1,  
was shot dead in Maintada VDC-8, on 8 
April 2008. UML accused Maintada resi-
dent Congress cadres Ram Bahadur BC, 
Lal Bahadur Gurung and Motilal BK, 
Sharma’s Security Guard, of the killing. 
B.K. was remanded to judicial custody im-
mediately and was later released on the 
bail of Rs. 20,000, by the District Court.  

UML Youth Force cadre appre-
hended Ram Bahadur BC from 
Nepalgunj on 26 June 2008, and 
handed him over to the Area Po-
lice Office Kolhapur. Tikaram 
Shama, the victim’s brother, 
filed a criminal case, at the Dis-
trict Police Office, against 14 in-
dividuals, including, Poonar Ba-
hadur Khadka and Motilal B.K, 
central members of the Nepali 
Congress. However, no action 
was taken against the accused 
despite the filed complaint.  Bal 
Bahadur Khadka, of Maintada  
VDC, Chairperson of Nepali 
Congress, had filed a complaint 
against Navaraj Rawat, UML 

Surkhet Secretary, and 20 UML cadres, 
including Yamalal Kandel, on the charge 
of killing Sharma.

An Election under the Monarchy: 
Fueling Discontentment of the Citizens

The elections conducted under the 
monarchy were a mere attempt of insti-
tutionalizing autocracy. Seven parties, 
including UML and Congress, called for 
an active boycott of the elections. Further-
more, the existing Human Rights Organi-
zations and Civil Societies considered the 
election observation to be futile. Twenty-
two municipalities out of 58, had zero 
votes. Mayors for 24 municipalities, were 

 UML Candidate of Constituent Assembly 
Member Rishi Prasad Sharma, killed in a 

firing amid election campaign

 Ganga Bahadur 
Bhujel, Cadre of 

Maoist, killed in a  
police firing
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elected uncontested. Out of 19,60,678 vot-
ers in 58 municipalities, only 3,10,876 has 
cast the ballots. In terms of percentage, 
only 16% of voters had voted in this elec-
tion, which was visibly conducted to un-
derpin the king’s ambitions. This horrid 
mimicry of fair elections, witnessed only 
34 Municipalities with the contested elec-
tions for the post of mayor and only two or 
more candidates for election. A total of 22 
political parties and three municipalities 
had zero representation for the candidacy 
of ward-chairperson, and eight municipal-
ities had zero representation for the can-
didacy of ward member. There were one 
candidate each in Ilam, Damak, and Tan-
sen and zero votes in 22 municipalities 
including Nawalparasi, Dasharatchand, 
Amargadhi, Butwal, Kapilvastu, Ba-
glung, Birendranagar, Gulria, Nepalgunj, 
and Dipayal. In Ilam municipality, Ras-
triy Prajatantra Party (RPP) candidate 
Kamal Thapa was elected uncontested in 
all the posts except for one.

Dolakha
Nahkul Bhujel, 

32, of Melung Rural 
Municipality-1 was 
killed on the spot by 
police firing at Satyas-
hwar Secondary school 
polling station on 14 
May 2017. The police 
stated that the victim 
attempted to occupy 
the booth and assault 
the policeman. In the 
incident, Nirmal Ku-
mar Koirala, 41, Ro-
shan Bhujel, 32, Bud-
haraj Basnet,1 8, Praveen Basnet, 34, Gu-
naraj Basnet, 23, Uddhav Budhathoki, 21, 
Bhuvan Thapa, 28, Chiranjeevi Thakuri, 
45, Ghalendra Bahadur Budhathoki, 33, 
Prakash Khatri, 21 and Manhari Budha-

tok, 37, were injured amid the firing. The 
injured were transported to Kathmandu 
by helicopter and treated at Maharajganj 
Teaching Hospital.

Rukkum
Yadu Gautam, 39, CPN (UML) 

District Secretary of Vijayashwari VDC-
3 and candidate from constituency no 2 
in the General Election, 2000, was killed 
by Maoists on the way, in Garayla VDC-

7 on  5 March 1999. Yadu Gautam, who 
was walking on the road, was initially 
attacked by a sharp weapon. He later 
jumpted to a river bank to escape the at-
tack. He was injured during the escape, 
two assailants found the injured Yadu, 
cut his neck, and threw his body into the 
river. The assailants escaped from the 
scene of the crime chanting Maoist slo-
gans. No legal action was taken against 
the accused.

Rautahat
Samim Mia, 35, and Samsul Mia, 

45, of Gamharia Parsa UVD-7 were shot 
and killed by the police while they were 
voting in the bi-election on 6 March 2000. 
The aggrieved party alleged that the vic-
tims were killed in collusion between the 
police and cadres of Nepal communist, 
during an occupation of the polling booth.

Yuddha Gautam, killed with a sharp knife 
by the cadres of CPN (Maoist) 

 Nahakul Bhujel, 
killed in a police 

firing at the polling 
station of Satyashwor 

Secondary School  


